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INTRODUCTION
Indian Institute of Dalit Studies (IIDS) is an ICSSR recognised research institute. It was
founded in January 2003 by academicians and civil society activists to understand problems
of marginalised groups of Indian society, identify reasons for their marginalisation, and
suggest policies for amelioration. Since its inception, the Institute has carried out extensive
research on development concerns of the marginalised groups and has widely published its
research work. Recognising its contribution in the field of exclusion and marginalisation, the
Economic and Social Research Council, UK, bestowed on the Institute the recognition of
‘Centre with Potential for Excellence’, and has been recognised as ‘The Emerging Centre for
Social Science Research’ from the South Asia Research Hub, Department for International
Development (DFID), UK. The Institute has also been chosen among fifty institutes as a
policy research institute by the International Development Research Centre (IDRC), Canada
under the Think Tank Initiative.

VISION
To develop socially inclusive character in the society, economy, politics, governance and
development.

OBJECTIVES
 To undertake research on the problems of marginalised groups, namely, Dalits, tribals,
religious minorities, women from excluded groups, denotified nomadic and seminomadic tribes, physically challenged and other vulnerable groups in social, economic,
and political spheres.
 To undertake research on the nature and forms of discrimination and social exclusion
faced by the marginalised groups.
 To undertake research to develop an understanding of the consequences of social
exclusion and discrimination; economic growth and poverty, education, health, political
participation; and well-being of the marginalised social groups.
 To undertake research on policies to overcome discrimination and social exclusion,
particularly ‘exclusion and discrimination-induced deprivation’ and its consequences.
 To provide research-based knowledge support to policy-making bodies to develop
inclusive policies; and to international development and funding agencies to enable them
shape their approach and funding policies towards problems of excluded groups.
 To provide knowledge-support to civil society organisations at the grassroots, state and
national levels to strengthen their policy advocacy.
 To enhance the capacity of research institutions/centres, as well as individual
researchers in institutes and universities.
 To act as a resource centre for students and to extend knowledge through setting up of
branches/outreach centre.

AREAS OF RESEARCH
The issues of social exclusion and discrimination, along with its consequences on economic
and social development of excluded groups have generally found lesser space in the
mainstream social science discourse. At the same time, there has been a growing demand
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among the social groups for group-specific policies. Lack of understanding on these issues
has constrained the capacity of government and civil society organisations to develop
appropriate policies for socially excluded groups. The primary focus of IIDS, therefore, is to
develop a scientific knowledge-base on the issues of social exclusion and discrimination
through an intensive research that is interdisciplinary in nature. It undertakes research on
thematic areas like the problems of marginalised groups, issues of social exclusion and
discrimination and its consequences, human development, poverty, issues of governance,
policies for inclusive development and other development concerns of various marginalised
groups.

RESEARCH UNITS
IIDS has seven research units set up on the basis of thematic areas and social groups.

1. Economic and Social Status Studies
The Economic and Social Status Studies Unit undertakes research on the economic and
social problems of marginalised and discriminated groups, mainly Scheduled Castes (SC),
Scheduled Tribes (ST), nomadic and denotified tribes, socially and educationally Other
Backward Classes, and women within these minorities, the differently-abled and similar
groups. This unit includes a number of themes, which include poverty, employment, health,
education, housing, political participation and many others related to the lives of these
groups.

2. Social Exclusion and Discrimination Studies
The Social Exclusion and Discrimination Studies Unit undertakes studies on the nature and
forms of social exclusion and discrimination in multiple spheres: exclusion and
discrimination associated with the institution of caste and untouchability, ethnic and
religious identities, and other forms of group identities. The spheres mainly include
discrimination in market and non-market institutions. The market institutions covers
labour, factor inputs and products, land markets as well as wage labour, regular salaried,
farmers, and private entrepreneurs engaged in production and business. The non-market
institutions mainly include government institutions and agencies engaged in education
(schools and higher education institutions), primary health centres, public distribution
systems and urban housing. The other main themes are discrimination in social/cultural
spheres, in political institutions, atrocities and violence.

3. Gender and Social Exclusion Studies
The Gender and Social Exclusion Studies Unit focuses on the interface between
gender/patriarchy and caste, ethnicity, religion and other groups identities; and its
implications in access to livelihood opportunities, education, health and political
participation. Contextualising gender and caste intersectionality is the core theme of this
unit.

4. Collective Action and Governance Studies
The research on Collective Action includes collective efforts by marginalised groups through
civil rights movement, NGO movement, women’s movement, leadership in various spheres
by marginalised and discriminated groups, and movements in literature and visual arts. The
studies on governance include the working of political institutions with respect to the
participation of marginalised groups in panchayats, the Parliament, bureaucracy and similar
institutions of governance.
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5. Urban Studies
The Urban Studied unit undertakes research on the inter-linkages between urbanisation and
social exclusion. The major focus of the unit to explore the nature and forms of
discrimination and social exclusion experienced by marginalised social groups in various
spheres in urban areas such as housing, access to urban labour market, discrimination
against migrant population based on caste, religion and ethnicity etc. The unit has
undertaken various research studies such as discrimination in the rental housing market,
housing shortage for marginalised social groups in urban areas, discrimination against
informal sector workers etc. The major theme of the unit also focuses on understanding the
multi-dimensional urban exclusion and rising social group inequality in urban areas and its
consequences on marginalised and vulnerable social groups.

6. Social Policy Studies
The Social Policy Studies Unit undertakes studies on policy for inclusive development with
its main focus on various policies, general and group-specific affirmative actions, reservation
and other group-specific policies. This also includes the evaluation of government
programmes and schemes related to livelihoods, poverty, social protection, economic
empowerment, human development and human rights, special component plans, atrocity
and anti-untouchability Acts. The policy research covers policies of Central and State
governments, international organisations like World Bank, FAO, ILO, UNDP, UNESCO,
DFID, other funding agencies and NGOs.

7. Dalit Literature and Arts
The Dalit Literature and Arts Unit undertakes studies on literature and visual arts, which include
literature and arts by marginalised and discriminated groups; promotes research and publishes
literature of marginalised groups. It also translates Dalit literature written in various regional
languages into Hindi for wider dissemination.
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ORGANISATION STRUCTURE
RESEARCH ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Members
A K Shiva Kumar
Former Member, National Advisory Council
Government of India, New Delhi
Amitabh Kundu
Former Professor
Centre for the Study of Regional Development
Jawaharlal Nehru University
New Delhi
Amaresh Dubey
Professor
Centre for the Study of Regional Development
Jawaharlal Nehru University
New Delhi
Madhura Swaminathan
Professor
Indian Statistical Institute, Kolkata
N Paul Divakar
General Secretary
National Campaign for Dalit Human Rights, New Delhi
P M Kulkarni
Former Professor
Centre for the Study of Regional Development
Jawaharlal Nehru University
New Delhi
R S Deshpande
Former Director
Institute for Social and
Economic Change (ISEC)
Bengaluru, Karnataka
S Mahendra Dev
Director
Indira Gandhi Institute of Development Research, Mumbai
S Parasuraman
Director, Tata Institute of Social Sciences
Mumbai
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S R Hashim
Former Member, Planning Commission
New Delhi
Sonalde Desai
Senior Fellow
National Council for Applied Economy Research, New Delhi
Surinder S Jodhka
Professor
Centre for the Study of Social Systems Jawaharlal Nehru University
New Delhi
Vinay Rai
Advisor, Rai Foundation, New Delhi
Director
Indian Institute of Dalit Studies
New Delhi

COMMUNITY OF RESEARCHERS
Amaresh Dubey
Professor
Centre for the Study of Regional
Development
Jawaharlal Nehru University
New Delhi
Amit Thorat
Assistant Professor
Centre for the Study of Regional Development
Jawaharlal Nehru University
New Delhi
Anuradha Banerjee
Professor
Centre for the Study of Regional Development
Jawaharlal Nehru University
New Delhi
Badri Narayan
Professor
Centre for the Study of Discrimination and Exclusion,
Jawaharlal Nehru University
New Delhi
Bijaylaxmi Nanda
Associate Professor
Department of Political Science
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Miranda House
University of Delhi
Debolina Kundu
Associate Professor
National Institute of Urban Affairs
New Delhi
Falender K Sudan
Associate Professor
Department of Economics, University of Jammu, Jammu and Kashmir
Geetha B Nambissan
Professor
Zakir Husain Centre for Educational Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University New Delhi
Karen Dade
Associate Dean
Woodring College of Education
Western Washington University Washington, USA
Kashi Nath Jena
Professor
Tripura University
Suryamaninagar, Tripura
M Thangaraj
Professor
DrAmbedkar Centre for Economic Studies, University of Madras
Chennai, Tamil Nadu
Malathi Duraisamy
Professor
Department of Humanities and Social Sciences, IIT Madras
Chennai, Tamil Nadu
Narender Kumar
Professor
Centre for Political Studies
Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi
Neera Verma
Chairperson
Department of Economics, Kurukshetra University, Kurukshetra, Haryana
P M Kulkarni
Former Professor
Centre for the Study of Regional Development
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Jawaharlal Nehru University
New Delhi
Rajarshi Majumder
Associate Professor
Department of Economics
University of Burdwan, Burdwan
West Bengal
Ramaiah Avatthi
Professor
Tata Institute of Social Sciences
Mumbai
Ramesh Dandge
Professor
Department of Economics
Shivaji University
Kolhapur, Maharashtra
S Japhet
Professor
Centre for the Study of Social Exclusion and Inclusive Policy
National Law School of India University Bengaluru, Karnataka
S Madheswaran
Professor
Centre for Economic Studies and Policy
Institute for Social and Economic Change, Bengaluru, Karnataka
Smita Sirohi
Principal Scientist
Statistics and Management
National Dairy Research Institute
Karnal, Haryana
Sudha Pai
Former Professor
Centre for Political Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi
Swaroop Dutta
Assistant Professor
TERI University
New Delhi
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V Saravanan
Professor
School of Inter-disciplinary and Trans-disciplinary Studies
Indira Gandhi National Open University, New Delhi
Vijaya Baskar
Assistant Professor
Madras Institute of Development Studies Chennai, Tamil Nadu
Wandana Sonalkar
Associate Professor
Department of Economics
Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Marathwada University, Aurangabad, Maharashtra

RESEARCH FACULTY

Associate Professor
Dr. Gobinda C Pal
Email: gcpal@dalitstudies.org.in

Assistant Professors
Dr. Vinod Kumar Mishra
Email: vinodkmishra@dalitstudies.org.in
Dr. Mala Mukherjee
Email: mmukherjee@dalitstudies.org.in
Dr. Chandrani Dutta
Email: chandrani@dalitstudies.org.in
Mr. Dalip Kumar Katheria
Email: dalip@dalitstudies.org.in
Dr. Rajesh Raushan
Email: rajeshraushan@dalitstudies.org.in
Dr. Khalid Khan
Email: khalidkhan@dalitstudies.org.in

ADMINISTRATIVE & FINANCIAL STAFF
Mr. Pradeep K Parida
Finance Officer
Email: pradeep@dalitstudies.org.in
Mr. Hari Prasad Sharma
Driver cum caretaker
Mr. Mohan Lal
Office Attendant
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RESEARCH PROGRAMMES AND PROJECTS
COMPLETED RESEARCH PROJECTS, 2019–20
Title of the Research Project

Title of the Research Project
1. Political Participation of Caste, Ethnic, Religious Minorities and Women in India: A
Study of Impact of Under Representation and Nominal Representation
2. Private enterprise in south Indian states across social groups: an analysis of
ownership and productivity and their policy implications
3. Persistence of Atrocities against Scheduled Castes in Haryana: A Study of Nature,
Patterns, Causes and Remedial Measures
4. Violence against Ethnic Minorities in Urban India: An Exploration from SocioPsychological Perspectives
5. Multi-dimensional Exclusion in Urban Spheres
6. Digital Technology and Women from Marginalised Communities in
7. Selected Slums of Delhi: Issues of Knowledge, Availability and Access
8. Religious Discrimination in Urban Labour Market
9. Child Health and Nutrition in India: Examining Progress, Linkages and
Determinants

Political Participation of Caste, Ethnic, Religious Minorities and Women
in India: A Study of Impact of Under Representation and Nominal
Representation
Sponsored by Rosa Luxemburg Stiftung, South Asia
Political representation is understood as a way of establishing the legitimacy of
democratic institutions and creating institutional incentives for governments to be
responsive to citizens. Concept of political representation has multiple and
competing conceptions of how political representatives should represent constituents
particularly disadvantaged groups, and the manner in which this inclusion can be
made possible and guaranteed. The papers presented in this volume engage first,
with theoretical debates around the concept of representation and how these ideas
apply to representation for selected disadvantaged groups in India. A historical
backdrop of the position of these disadvantaged groups, and debates around
reservations for them since the colonial period, are presented. Second part of the
volume shifts to empirical concerns and examines political representation of these
disadvantaged groups in post-independence India. A second significant area the
volume attempts to cover, is representation of the Muslim minority in parliament
and state assemblies and understanding the reasons for their under-representation
since independence, and more particularly in recent years. The issue of under11

representation of women who constitute half the population, both in parliament and
the state assemblies, is also examined. Although representation of women has been
granted in local bodies, the question of quotas for women in Parliament and State
Assemblies is still pending.
Private enterprise in south Indian states across social groups: an
analysis of ownership and productivity and their policy implications
Sponsored by Chamber of Indian Industries
This collaborative study of Indian Institute of Dalit Studies and Confederation of
Indian Industries in five southern states, namely Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala,
Tamil Nadu and Telangana is an attempt to understand the ownership of SC/STs in
enterprises by their size, location, regional spread, industry group, seasonality, along
with issues of capital and productivity. This study is based on the data from economic
census and national sample survey. The result shows that Private enterprises are
largely proprietary enterprises, i.e. owned by a single person. As regard to the ruralurban location of enterprises, a highest 74 per cent are located in rural areas in
Andhra Pradesh. The corresponding share of rural areas in total enterprises is 59.4
per cent in Karnataka, 56 per cent in Telangana and about 54 per cent each in Kerala
and Tamil Nadu. Such underrepresentation of SCs and STs in enterprise ownership
is a widespread phenomenon at district level also. The presence of SC owned
enterprises is comparatively high in industry groups such as livestock, construction
and transport. Overdependence on self-finances is an issue which shows the lack of
other sources of finances. The assistance received by private unincorporated
enterprises in the form of loans, subsidies and skill development from various
government programmes is miniscule both in industry and service-oriented
enterprises. Falling demand is noted as one of the major problems faced by all
enterprises in most of the states. Low per worker fixed capital is significantly low in
SC owned enterprise is also worrisome. Apart from general measures for improving
the enterprise development and productivity levels both for SCs/STs and ‘others’,
special measures are required in the form of mentorship, access to cheaper finance
from banks, technology, special preferences in the sales of output/services and skill
training for SC/ST entrepreneurs on a continuous basis. The issues related to
discrimination in enterprise development also are found to have significant adverse
impact on the private enterprise development among SCs/STs. This needs to be
understood and addressed accordingly through more effective affirmative measures
both by public and private sectors.
Persistence of Atrocities against Scheduled Castes in Haryana: A Study of
Nature, Patterns, Causes and Remedial Measures
Supported by Government of Haryana
This research project aimed at undertaking a state-level large scale survey of cases of
atrocities against Scheduled Castes in Haryana to understand the changing nature,
patterns, causes and consequences of caste-based atrocities and effectiveness of the
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law; and to suggest remedial measures to strengthen the implementation and
monitoring of the law to ensure rights of the victims of atrocities to security of life
and social justice. The specific objectives of the research included- (i) To study the
magnitude, pattern and forms of caste-based atrocities against SCs at state and
district levels; (ii) To understand the responses of state machinery towards castebased atrocities in terms of protection of rights of the SCs and disposal of atrocity
cases in special reference to the provisions under the PoA Act Rules; (iii) To examine
the access of the victims to specific reliefs/compensation and rehabilitation measures
under the law; (iv) To understand the reasons for low conviction or high acquittal; (v)
To understand challenges that the victims of atrocities face after the incidence of
atrocities in course of registration of complaints, investigation of cases, filing charge
sheets, court trials and accessing reliefs/compensation and rehabilitation measures;
vi) Consequences of atrocities on the well-being of the victims and members of their
communities; (vii) To suggest remedial measures to strengthen the implementation
and monitoring of the laws. Given these objectives, the study aimed at drawing
evidence from multiple sources that included existing surveys/study reports, reports
of state level committees and State Commission for SCs, and documents of civil
society organisations on caste-based atrocities; State level data on crimes for various
years; fact finding reports prepared by civil society organisations and other agencies;
media reportage of incidents of atrocities in recent years; caste studies of victims of
atrocities; focused group discussion with both members from both lower and upper
castes; and consultation with different State and non-State stakeholders.
Violence against Ethnic Minorities in Urban India: An Exploration from
Socio-Psychological Perspectives
The dynamic of urbanization possess has created social conditions for many who
migrate to megacities from different parts of the country. Many live under stressful
life due to constant threat from ‘extreme others’; rooted primarily in the group
identity and persisting prejudices. With the heterogonous character of social life,
there has been an emerging social security concerns in the form of discrimination
and prejudice attitudes against certain ethnic minorities. As a result, many do not
have access to life spaces in the cities. The recent occurrences of discrimination and
violence against people from north eastern part of the country in some cities and
communal tension and disharmony in various parts of the country have brought the
two vulnerable groups- people from North East states and African countries, into the
discourse of public debate. The challenges of social security for them have increased
both in scope and complexity. The key question is ‘how the vulnerable groups cope
with such adverse social environment?’ The present research aims to explore the
antecedents and consequents of increased violence against ethnic minorities in urban
areas from sociopsychological perspectives. The study would explore perceived
‘social distance’ and discrimination among ethnic minorities from the ‘outgroup’ and
‘ingroup’ framework; and ascertain their acculturative stress and coping strategies.
Multi-dimensional Exclusion in Urban Spheres
Urbanisation process in India has not been smooth and it has been often seen as the
side effects of the development processes such as industrialisations. Therefore, in the
initial phase of planning, planned urbanisation has not got due attentions which led
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to lopsided and haphazard growth of urban centres in India. Thus, reluctant
urbanisation and urban processes in India has left its imprint on the major urban
problems faced by nearly all urban centres in India. Rising inter and intra- city
inequalities are posing social- economic and ecological threats to major urban
centres in India. Declining economic growth in rural areas has further pushed the
rural vulnerable population to urban areas. These unskilled and vulnerable
households are exposed to urban disasters such as insufficient livelihood and
unsuitable living environments. The problems associated with the housing and basic
amenities are also linked with spatial, economic and social dimensions. Socioeconomic variables play important role in accessing basic amenities such as housing,
drinking water and sanitation. Economic weaker sections particularly face difficulties
in affordability of housing due to rising cost of housing. Urban inequality among
various social groups has also increased during last two decades. Causes and
consequences of the poverty are also not similar for various social groups. Poor from
socially marginalised communities face additional barriers due to denial of equal
opportunities in accessing government programmes due to discrimination based on
group identity. Thus, group specific barriers faced by socially excluded communities
make them more vulnerable than the poor from the dominant social groups.
Exclusion and deprivation faced by vulnerable urban population is often interlinked.
Economic and social deprivation often is translated to deprivation in housing,
education, health and social well-being of the vulnerable households. Given the lower
income and social capital, marginalised social groups among the migrants are further
pushed to the margins due to exclusionary urban processes. The present study
attempts to explore the multiple dimensions of urban inequality and exclusion
experienced by vulnerable social groups. The study also aims to suggest policies to
make urban landscape more socially inclusive and promoting right to city to all its
citizens.
Digital Technology and Women from Marginalised Communities in
Selected Slums of Delhi: Issues of Knowledge, Availability and Access
This project aims to look at the knowledge, use, availability and access of digital
technology by women from the socially marginalised communities and its
consequences on their lives. This study explores how social divide is leading to
‘Digital Communication Gap’ resulting ‘Capacity Gap’ and enhance ‘Digital Divide’
among various population subgroups. The consequences of the expansion of digital
India (both prospects and constraints) need to be examined to address the question
of how inclusion and more meaningful participation is possible to create a positive
identity among socially marginalised women through ‘Digital India’. To address this
issue, the present research would take upon survey research to analyse and explore
the possible existence of digital divide among women, especially from marginalised
communities and the resultant consequences. Consequences are measured through
women’s participation in ICT in various fields.
Religious Discrimination in Urban Labour Market
The present research aims to examine the role of religion-based discrimination
against Muslim community in the market economy and the specific objective is to
study the nature and forms of economic discrimination in various markets in urban
setting. Discrimination caused a negative impact on productivity and income of the
households; therefore, it is important to study the consequences of economic
discrimination
on
market
imperfection
and
competitiveness
and
segregation/segmentation of markets on religion line. The study attempts to cover
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the following market spheres: (1) The discrimination in Labour market which is
assessed in the case of two segments i.e., casual labourer and regular salaried in
hiring, wage earning and terms and condition of employment (2) The discrimination
in factors markets of the non-farm producers engaged in production of goods and
services (3) The discrimination in product markets against Muslims.
Child Health and Nutrition in India: Examining Progress, Linkages and
Determinants
Reduction in child mortality and malnutrition is one of the major indicators for
county health achievement. It is both the instrument and product of economic and
social development as child health strongly reflects the quality of life as well as
welfare of the country. India’s progressed on health and nutrition but this progress is
not equally distributed across all the section of society and even there is disparity
from one place to another place. Poor health and nutrition of disadvantaged section
located in poorly developed places impose significant and long term economic and
human burden on country progress on health and nutrition. The socio-economic
inequality, locational context and unequal progress constraints the county in
fastening and achieving the already set targets and goals. Hence the proposed study
is examining progress and dynamics of socio-economic inequality in health and
nutrition. Study will also add understanding of area effect on mortality and nutrition
linkages including complementary feeding behaviours. The study will provide policy
input to prepare strategy and programme to increase awareness about nutrition
among mothers, especially to lactating mothers. Second, sustainability of the study
embedded into the fact to identify the pockets where improving nutritional outcomes
among children on one hand and lowering mortality on the other hand is of urgent
need.

ONGOING RESEARCH PROJECTS
IIDS has undertaken various research projects during 2019–20. A list of the on-going research
projects is given below:
Title of the Research Project

•

SC/ST Sub plan Project of Karnataka Government

•

Child Health and Nutrition in India: Examining Progress, Linkages and Determinants

•

Identifying Pathways out of Durable Inequalities

•

Nature of Inter Group Inequality in Wealth Ownership in India

SC/ST Sub plan Project of Karnataka Government:
This project critically evaluates the schemes under SC/ST Sub plans in the light of gaps in the
human development indicators undertaken by various Departments during each of the five
years 2013-14 to 2018-19. These Departments formulated schemes to reduce the gap across
districts and Talukas. Sub Plan schemes are developed in such a manner that they are directly
measurable and secure quantiable benefits to SC/ST individuals, households, habitations, and
institutions. Special focus is given to a) education, b) healthcare, c) housing & sanitation, d)
Economic development including land, irrigation, entrepreneurship, and e) civic amenities,
social security and dignity of SC/ST individuals. SC/ST Sub plan is evaluated with its three
components a) allocation of money on each sector, b) release of the money and c) actual
15

expenditure to meet the Physical target. Gap is analysed in each step to monitor and evaluate
these sub plan schemes.
Child Health and Nutrition in India: Examining Progress, Linkages and Determinants
Reduction in child mortality and malnutrition is one of the major indicators for county health
achievement. It is both the instrument and product of economic and social development as
child health strongly reflects the quality of life as well as welfare of the country. India’s
progressed on health and nutrition but this progress is not equally distributed across all the
section of society and even there is disparity from one place to another place. Poor health and
nutrition of disadvantaged section located in poorly developed places impose significant and
long term economic and human burden on country progress on health and nutrition. The
socio-economic inequality, locational context and unequal progress constraints the county in
fastening and achieving the already set targets and goals. Hence the proposed study is
examining progress and dynamics of socio-economic inequality in health and nutrition. Study
will also add understanding of area effect on mortality and nutrition linkages including
complementary feeding behaviours. The study will provide policy input to prepare strategy
and programme to increase awareness about nutrition among mothers, especially to lactating
mothers. Second, sustainability of the study embedded into the fact to identify the pockets
where improving nutritional outcomes among children on one hand and lowering mortality
on the other hand is of urgent need.
Identifying Pathways out of Durable Inequalities
The main objective of this proposed research is to provide insight into the causes of persistent
inequalities on a range of development indicators across different socioreligious groups (of
population) in India and identify the possible policy intervention to ameliorate these
disparities. It also aims to examine the role of social relations in influencing aspirations,
providing more insight into (the formation of) (long-term) aspirations of the poor.
Progression in understanding the interaction between social embeddedness and aspirations
could offer additional insights into how the most poor - Dalits and Adivasis in India might be
locked in an aspiration poverty trap, and how to possibly avoid it.
Nature of Inter Group Inequality in Wealth Ownership in India
Over the last few decades, academic and wider public interest in inequality in income
distribution and level of living as grown substantially. The greatest concern about inequalities
is due to its consequences on income distribution for the poor and poverty. The problem of
inequalities in India has been a subject of enquiry and concern for quite some time. However,
the acceleration in income inequalities in the recent years has caused the greatest concern
among the policy makers. From the literature it emerged that the issue of inter-personal
inequalities in income has received considerable attention by the researchers. However, the
greatest problem of inter-group inequalities which is the unique feature of India society has
not received as much attention as it deserves. The study aims to develop an understanding on
the domination of wealth in inequalities across the group. The purpose is to develop a link
between the Inter- group inequality in income and level of living and the inequalities in
ownership of income earning capital assets, that is ownership of wealth or property in India.
It will also study the changes in the ownership of wealth since 1992, 2003 and 2013, for a
period of about twenty years. The particular focus will be on main income earning assets, that
is land, building, Implements, and financial assets. The study will be carried for all India and
the main states during the three years periods. The study will examine the inequalities in
ownership of wealth between the caste, tribes, religious and others.
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PUBLICATIONS
IIDS regularly publishes its research output in the form of books, working papers, discussion
papers, and research articles in journals and books. During 2019–20, the Institute published
various article in national and international Journals and edited books. The research faculty
is currently working on two books and several working papers. Details of the publications are
given below.

PAPERS IN EDITED BOOKS/PROCEEDINGS
•

‘Scheduled Caste Women in India’s Periodic Labor Force Survey’. In Ramachandran,
V.K, Swaminathan, N. & Nagbhushan, S. (Eds.), Women in Rural Production
Systems, Tulika Publishers 2020

•

‘Improving Social Health among Adolescent Girls and Boys’, in Anuradha Banerjee edited
Contemporary Health Issues in India: Challenges and Responses, Rajesh Publication, New
Delhi, 2019
‘Energy Deprivation and Usage of Biomass Fuel: An Assessment of Health Vulnerability in
Urban Slums- published in Contemporary Health Issues in India: Challenges and Responses’
Ed. Prof. Anuradha Banerjee, Rajesh Publication, New Delhi.

•

Book
•

‘Population Dynamics in Contemporary South Asia: Health, Education and Migration’,
Springer Publications, New Delhi, 2020

PAPERS IN JOURNALS
•
•
•

‘Caste, Religion and Ethnicity: Role of Social Determinants in Accessing Rental, Housing’,
CASTE: A Global Journal on Social Exclusion, Vol. 1 No. 1, Brandeis University, USA. 2020
‘Inclusiveness in Panchayati Raj Institutions’, Journal of Social Inclusion Studies, Vol. 5 No.
1, 2019
The Persistence influence of caste on under-five mortality: Factors that explain the Caste
based gap in high focus Indian states. Plos One, 14 (8), e0211086, 1-20. Online publishes on
20 August 2019. eISSN: 1932-6203

•

Khan, Khalid (2019). Why Higher Education should be subsidized, Manistream VOL
LVII No 51, December, 2019

•

Structure and Changes in Household Income and Employment Across Social Groups in Rural
India. Ind. J. Labour Econ. 63(2), 407–435. Doi: https://doi.org/10.1007/s41027-020-

00215-8
•

Lockdown, Unwanted Pregnancy and Demand for Maternal and Child Health
Services: Concern and Future Strategy to Combat.
https://www.newsplatform.in/opinion/lockdown-unwanted-pregnancy-and-demand-formaternal-and-child-health-services-concern-and-future-strategy-to
combat/?fbclid=IwAR3ePqM53Nou9zhDbkBps82CBCbZG9AG30Mmk1cIVhkHB5f7GPNoC8bY
s7E published on 28 May 2020.
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•

Risk of NCDs and Concern for Aged Population in The Pandemic.
https://www.newsplatform.in/opinion/risk-of-ncds-and-concern-for-aged-population-inthe-pandemic/ Published on June 26, 2020

Forthcoming;
In Journal
•
•
•

MCH Status Rankings of 36 States/UTs and 640 Districts of India: Factor-Scores Based on 14
Key Indicators, NFHS-4 in The Asia pacific Journal of Public Health.
Non-Communicable Disease and Associated Risk Factors among Social Group in India in
Demography India
Demographic, Health and RCH Services Utilization in Districts of Uttar Pradesh:
Examining Progress, Linkages and Policy Imperatives in Demography India

In Edited Book
•
•
•
•
•

Gender equality and women empowerment: Relevance of Ambedkar in
contemporary context in 5 Volume on Dr. Ambedkar (In publication- Oxford
University Press).
Nutritional Awareness, Feeding Practices and Nutritional Status among U5Children in India (Book Chapter) in Child Health and Nutrition supported by
UNICEF at MGLI, Ahmedabad (In publication).
‘Health, Healthcare and Basic Amenities among Tribes in India: An Analysis’
with IGNTU, Amarkantak and Indira Gandhi Manav Sangrahalaya, Bhopal (In
publication).
‘Progress on Health and Healthcare in Uttar Pradesh: Examining Linkages and
Suggestive Measures’ with University of Lucknow (In process- Springer
publication).
Tribal Health and Healthcare Challenges in India: Issues and Concerns in
Challenges of Tribal Development: Contemporary Social Concerns, Editor- Dr.
V.S. Rao, University of Hyderabad and Govt. of Andhra Pradesh (In PublicationRawat Publications)

FOURTH COMING BOOKS
1. Untouchable in Labour Market: Employment Discrimination and Poverty from Oxford
University Press
2. Political Participation of Caste, Ethnic and Gender: Real Vs Nominal Representation, from
Oxford University Press

IIDS JOURNALS
Dalit Asmita
Dalit Asmita, a quarterly journal (in Hindi), aims to promote literary work on Dalits and
their struggle for identity, emancipation, and development. It features short stories, poems
and articles, and provides an academic platform for discussions on Dalit empowerment. Four
issues have been published during 2019-2020.
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Journal of Social Inclusion Studies
Journal of Social Inclusion Studies is a peer-reviewed interdisciplinary academic journal. It
aims to promote informed debate and contributes to current knowledge and understanding
on the nature, forms, and consequences of social exclusion and discrimination faced by
marginalised groups and affirmative policies for the development of these groups. During the
year 2019-20, IIDS published two issues of Journal. The Journal of Social Inclusion Studies
is currently being published in collaboration with Sage Publication, India.
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POLICY ENGAGEMENT AND
RESEARCH COMMUNICATION
Dissemination of research findings is an important activity to influence the policy for socially
marginalised and excluded groups. The Institute disseminates its policy-oriented research
through engagement in policy debates, conferences, seminars, workshops, roundtables, and
publication of research papers in journals. The details of these are given in following sections:

CONFERENCES, SEMINARS, WORKSHOPS AND LECTURES
Ambedkar Summer School on Public Policy Discourse on Social and Religious
Minorities on May 27-31, 2019, Lake Resort, Naukuchiatal, Nainital
Indian Institute of Dalit Studies, New Delhi in collaboration with its partner Rosa Luxemburg
Stiftung organized a week-long residential summer school program on May 27-31, 2019 at
Lake Resort, Naukuchiatal, Nainital, Uttarakhand, India. The weeklong residential
programme focused to develop the capacity of youths from the marginalized social groups
through reading/writing and dialogue for analysis of public policies. Speakers explained the
causes of high poverty or low human development. They also talked about the discrimination
in the market and non-market realm and the other inter group disparities existing in India.
Speakers talked about the theory behind the special policies namely affirmative action
policies and the actual policies. The speakers specifically talked about the practice of policies
for social and religious minorities. The speakers widely discussed the policy cycle by
analyzing its formulation, implementation and evaluation stages. The speakers also
expounded the issues such as law-making process, India’s policy process, bureaucracy’s
attitude towards policy implementation, capability constraints, different methods of policy
evaluation etc. ‘Public policy, employment and marginalized social groups.
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Participants during Ambedkar Summer School 2019
The speakers in the summer school illustrated every minute detail of the employment
opportunities and public policies for the different marginalized groups. While discussing the
economic discrimination, the speakers shared some empirical results which showed that
Dalits and Adivasis have poorer endowments compared to other caste groups and they are
concentrated in vulnerable informal employments. Over the period of time, the proportion of
informal employment among dalits has increased labour market inequalities. The speakers
first gave a background and the context in which health policy came into existence in order to
describe the development of health policies in India. They extensively talked about the health
and healthcare system/delivery, health system response and involvement of policy research.
The speakers especially focused on the status of health and health care among the
marginalized sections in India. The speakers argued that the economic deprivation results in
poor access to health care, especially among the marginalized groups.
Conference on Political Representation, Caste, Ethnic, Religious Minorities and Women
Participation in India on October 9-10, 2019, Seminar Hall, Kamala Devi Complex
India International Centre, New Delhi
The conference on “Political Representation: Caste, Ethnic, Religious Minorities and Women
Participation in India” was organized by Indian Institute of Dalit Studies in collaboration with
Rosa Luxemburg Stiftung South Asia in October 9-10, 2019 at India International Centre,
New Delhi. During the first session of the conference, speakers of the session discussed
theories of political representation and their relevance in the Indian context. Speakers widely
discussed about the dilemmas of representation, historical injustices, right to respect, violence
and discrimination. Another speaker was of the opinion that politics can negotiate the
distribution of resources which requires vision, courage and commitment. Lack of
recognition reinforces other injustices confronted by the community in everyday life from the
politics of the workplace, to the politics of the neighborhood. The denial of recognition
disrupts social relationships based on the reciprocal obligation to see each other as equal and
as worthy of dignity. Disrespect and humiliation demoralize and diminishes human beings
and erodes their confidence to participate in the multiple transactions of society with a degree
of assurance.
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Sessions during the Conference
The speakers opined during the conference that the generic goal of affirmative action is the
realization of equality by taking a note of and by preparing background inequalities. They
stated that the link between redistribution and recognition has proved rather tenuous in India.
Speakers also stated that the link between equality and distributive justice can perchance be
realized when we shift the terminology of affirmative action from compensation for past
wrongs and conceive of human beings as a bearer of rights, including the right to a fair share
in the collective resources of society. Speakers also talked about Dr Ambedkar’s views on
principles and frame work for representation for minorities. Speakers had elaborated on
Ambedkar’s vision and views on different methods of representation. The speaker
highlighted Ambedkar’s indifference towards the system of proportional representation. The
speaker stated that Ambedkar realized the importance of representation for the marginalized
sections especially the Dalit and minority communities in order to overcome the issues of
discrimination and marginalization.
National Seminar on ‘Ambedkar’s Contribution on National Reconstruction’ on
September 11-12, 2019, Convention Centre, JNU, New Delhi
The national seminar on Ambedkar’s contribution on National construction was organized by
Indian Institute of Dalit Studies, New Delhi in collaboration with Rosa Luxemburg Stiftung,
South Asia in September 11-12, 2019 at Convention Centre, Jawaharlal Nehru University,
New Delhi. The first session included a panel discussion on Ambedkar’s contribution on the
idea on nation, nationalism and national unity. The speakers discussed how Ambedkar was
vehemently pushing forward the idea of state’s responsibility to ensure social and economic
democracy in the form of Directive Principles of State Policy.
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Sessions during National Seminar on Ambedkar’s Contribution on National Reconstruction
The second session started with a panel discussion on Ambedkar’s contribution towards
federalism and state reorganization. Speaker highlighted the importance to understand
Ambedkar’s arguments and the evolution of those arguments regarding representation. The
speakers presented an in-depth analysis of Ambedkar’s role in putting forward the idea of
representation in Southborough committee. The speakers also talked about how Ambedkar
was particular about the method to be adopted for determining representation. Ambedkar was
concerned about the method of election. The speakers tried to bring Ambedkar’s idea of
representation into the current context. Ambedkar’s idea become more relevant where there is
a huge demand for women’s reservation and representation. The speakers had also talked
about the major stumbling blocks in the constitution making in relation to representation.
11th B R Ambedkar Memorial Lecture on Ambedkar Memorial Lecture: Dr
Ambedkar's Vision of India as reflected in Indian Constitution by Soli J Sorabjee
Indian Institute of Dalit Studies organised 11th Dr B R Ambedkar Memorial Lecture on
September 11, 2019. The theme of the lecture was Dr Ambedkar's Vision of India as reflected
in Indian Constitution. The Lecture was delivered by Soli J Sorabjee. Speaker talked about
Dr. B R Ambedkar as a chief architect of Indian constitution. He also talked about how the
entire constitution making process began and Ambedkar’s role in formulating the final draft
of the constitution.

Shri Soli J Sorabjee delivering 11th Dr B R Ambedkar Lecture on September 11, 2019
Dr. Ambedkar was passionate of guaranteeing fundamental rights in the constitution. The
subject and content of the fundamental rights was debated in the Constituent Assembly for
thirty-eight days. It is a fact that rights without remedy is meaningless. Guarantee of
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fundamental rights remain fundamental promises and there is a judiciary to enforce those
rights. The speaker had highlighted how Ambedkar had upheld the constitutional morality.
While moving the draft constitution in November 4 1948, Dr. Ambedkar quoted Grotte
saying that constitutional morality means a paramount relevance for the forms of the
constitution enforcing obedience to authority acting under or within these forms. After
quoting Grotte, Dr. Ambedkar opined that constitutional morality is not a natural sentiment. It
has to be cultivated. We must realize that our people are yet to done it. Dr. B R Ambedkar’s
thoughts have deep relevance in the present day functioning of the parliament.
Inception workshop on Wealth Inequality in India: Trend and Present Status in InterGroup Inequality on January 28, 2020, Seminar Hall III, India International Centre
Indian Institute of Dalit Studies, New Delhi in collaboration with Rosa Luxemburg Stiftung,
South Asia organised one day Inception workshop for the project being undertaken during
2020. The theme of the inception workshop was Wealth Inequality in India: Trend and
Present Status in Inter-group Inequality. The experts from different research Institutions,
civil society activists and international organisation were invited for the event. The experts
provided valuable comments regarding the issue, data base, research method and design of
the proposed study on wealth inequality in India. Some of the discussion by the experts can
be mentioned as: The greatest concern about inequalities is due to its consequences on
income distribution for the poor and poverty. The growing inequalities for the recent years
have cause serious concerns. The problem of inequalities in India has been a subject of
enquiry and concern for quite some time. The diversity of India’s population by caste,
ethnicity, religion, and other identities is major feature. However, this diversity is
unfortunately coincided with disparities in income and standard of living in the group specific
line. The disparities in Human development across the ethnic, caste and religious groups has
induced demands for a group specific policy for the lower castes, tribes and religious
minorities. While policies are developed to address the problems of specific groups, often the
studies on inequalities in human development lack behind the framing of policies. The
policies work ahead of policy research. In the studies on policies for inter-group disparities,
the main issue is to know the causes of inequalities in income and standard of living, say,
between the low caste and high caste, tribal and non-tribal and religious minorities and
majorities.

Discussion during Inception Workshop on January 28, 2020.
One of the reasons of the disparities in the income (and human development) of various
social and religious groups is the disparities in ownership of income earning capital assets,
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that is the disparities in ownership of wealth or property. However, despite the critical role of
ownership of wealth in income inequality and subsequent inequalities in the levels of
standard of living, the studies on inter group wealth inequalities have received less attention.
IIDS LIBRARY
IIDS library is an exclusive research and reference library with over 3000 books, government
documents and publications. The library has also substantial collection of statistical
publications and survey reports such as National Sample Survey Organisation (NSSO), National
Family Health Survey (NFHS), Population Census, Economic Census and Economic Survey and
others. The library has a collection of about 800 reports on various subjects including a
comprehensive collection on Dalits and Dr. B.R. Ambedkar. Large number of working papers
and discussion papers of other organisations and institutions are also available. The library is
widely accessed by academicians, researchers and activists from India and abroad. The
functions of the library are fully automated using library management software (KOHA).
Bibliographical details of library collections are accessible through Online Public Access
Catalogue (OPAC) within the LAN.

DATA SUPPORT
IIDS has created a Data Unit and Documentation Centre with the capacity to process and
analyse large data sets, both primary and secondary data, from NSSO, NFHS, etc., to facilitate
research. Besides this, data is also available on various aspects related to marginalised
communities in India. We have developed a detailed all-India and state-level database for
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, Other Backward Classes and other religious groups. This
data has been widely used by academicians, students, government agencies, bilateral
agencies, national and international NGOs, activists, and others.

WEBSITE
The IIDS website is one of the major channels of dissemination of the Institute’s research
output. Abstracts of books, working papers and details of research programmes are available
and accessible on the website. All working papers are uploaded regularly. They can be
downloaded free of cost. Our functional website can be accessed at:
http://www.dalitstudies.org.in.
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PARTNERSHIPS
IIDS has been collaborating with a large number of institutions, organisations, universities,
development agencies and NGOs through various programmes, as follows:

GOVERNMENT
 Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, Government of India
 Ministry of Human Resource and Development, Government of India
 Ministry of Rural Development, Government of India
 Ministry of Women and Child Development, Government of India
 Ministry of Panchayati Raj, Government of India
 Planning Commission of India, Government of India
 Government of Gujarat
 Government of Maharashtra

NATIONAL ORGANISATIONS
 Baba Saheb Ambedkar Research and Training Institute
 Gujarat Institute of Development Research
 Indian Institute of Public Administration
 Institute for Social and Economic Change
 Institute of Development and Communication, Chandigarh
 Institute of Human Development
 National Institute of Rural Development
 National Law School of India University, Bangalore
 Participatory Research in Asia (PRIA)
 Society of Elimination of Rural Poverty
 Yashwant Rao Chavan Academy of Development Administration

INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS
 Action Aid
 Cord Aid
 Food and Agriculture Organisation
 Ford Foundation

26

 Global Development Network
 International Dalit Solidarity Network
 International Development Research Centre, Canada
 International Food Policy Research Institute
 International Labour Organization
 Department for International Development, UK
 Overseas Development Institute, UK
 Oxfam India
 Princeton University, USA
 UNICEF
 United Nations Development Programme
 University of Birmingham, UK
 University of Bath, UK
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